Rhetoric is the art of effective or persuasive speaking or writing, especially the use of figures of
speech and other compositional techniques. The passage below is from the speech given by
John F. Kennedy at his inauguration in 1961. Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

The world is very different now. For man holds in his mortal hands the power to abolish all
forms of human poverty and all forms of human life. And yet the same revolutionary beliefs for
which our forebears fought are still at issue around the globe—the belief that the rights of man
come not from the generosity of the state, but from the hand of God.

We dare not forget today that we are the heirs of that first revolution. Let the word go forth
from this time and place, to friend and foe alike, that the torch has been passed to a new
generation of Americans—born in this century, tempered by war, disciplined by a hard and
bitter peace, proud of our ancient heritage, and unwilling to witness or permit the slow undoing
of those human rights to which this nation has always been committed, and to which we are
committed today at home and around the world.

Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill, that we shall pay any price, bear any
burden, meet any hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe, to assure the survival and the
success of liberty.

This much we pledge—and more.

To those old allies whose cultural and spiritual origins we share, we pledge the loyalty of
faithful friends. United there is little we cannot do in a host of cooperative ventures. Divided
there is little we can do—for we dare not meet a powerful challenge at odds and split asunder.

To those new states whom we welcome to the ranks of the free, we pledge our word that
one form of colonial control shall not have passed away merely to be replaced by a far more
iron tyranny. We shall not always expect to find them supporting our view. But we shall always
hope to find them strongly supporting their own freedom—and to remember that, in the past,
those who foolishly sought power by riding the back of the tiger ended up inside.

To those people in the huts and villages of half the globe struggling to break the bonds of
mass misery, we pledge our best efforts to help them help themselves, for whatever period is
required—not because the Communists may be doing it, not because we seek their votes, but
because it is right. If a free society cannot help the many who are poor, it cannot save the few
who are rich.

To our sister republics south of our border, we offer a special pledge: to convert our good
words into good deeds, in a new alliance for progress, to assist free men and free governments
in casting off the chains of poverty. But this peaceful revolution of hope cannot become the
prey of hostile powers. Let all our neighbors know that we shall join with them to oppose
aggression or subversion anywhere in the Americas. And let every other power know that this
hemisphere intends to remain the master of its own house.




Name

1. Underline all of the figures of speech that Kennedy uses.

2. Why do you think that Kennedy uses so many figures of speech? What is their
overall effect?

3. What point(s) is Kennedy trying to make in this passage? Are they convincing
to you? What role does the language that he uses play in whether or not the
speech is convincing?

4. Choose one of the figures of speech and explain its literal meaning.




ANSWERS

1. The world is very different now. For man holds in his mortal hands the power to abolish all forms
of human poverty and all forms of human life. And yet the same revolutionary beliefs for which our
forebears fought are still at issue around the globe—the belief that the rights of man come not from the
generosity of the state, but from the hand of God.

We dare not forget today that we are the heirs of that first revolution. Let the word go forth from
this time and place, to friend and foe alike, that the torch has been passed to a new generation of
Americans—born in this century, tempered by war, disciplined by a hard and bitter peace, proud of our
ancient heritage, and unwilling to witness or permit the slow undoing of those human rights to which
this nation has always been committed, and to which we are committed today at home and around the
world.

Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill, that we shall pay any price, bear any burden,
meet any hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe, to assure the survival and the success of liberty.

This much we pledge—and more.

To those old allies whose cultural and spiritual origins we share, we pledge the loyalty of faithful
friends. United there is little we cannot do in a host of cooperative ventures. Divided there is little we
can do—for we dare not meet a powerful challenge at odds and split asunder.

To those new states whom we welcome to the ranks of the free, we pledge our word that one form
of colonial control shall not have passed away merely to be replaced by a far more iron tyranny. We
shall not always expect to find them supporting our view. But we shall always hope to find them strongly
supporting their own freedom—and to remember that, in the past, those who foolishly sought power by
riding the back of the tiger ended up inside.

To those people in the huts and villages of half the globe struggling to break the bonds of mass
misery, we pledge our best efforts to help them help themselves, for whatever period is required—not
because the Communists may be doing it, not because we seek their votes, but because it is right. If a
free society cannot help the many who are poor, it cannot save the few who are rich.

To our sister republics south of our border, we offer a special pledge: to convert our good words
into good deeds, in a new alliance for progress, to assist free men and free governments in casting off
the chains of poverty. But this peaceful revolution of hope cannot become the prey of hostile powers.
Let all our neighbors know that we shall join with them to oppose aggression or subversion anywhere in
the Americas. And let every other power know that this hemisphere intends to remain the master of its
own house.

2. The figures of speech make what Kennedy is saying more vivid. They also evoke imagination, empathy
and emotion.

3. Though much has changed, we are still responsible for upholding the principles that our forefathers
fought for. His language suggests that meeting this responsibility is both admirable and desirable; and
that those who would prevent us from it are both dangerous and foolish.

4. Answers will vary.




